
thistle can be sprayed in 
their senescence stage in 
the fall to kill next year’s 
root buds. 

Don't expect 100% con-
trol with one herbicide 
application when target-
ing difficult weeds. You 
may need to follow-up 
with a spring spray treat-
ment or manual weed 
removal of remaining 
plants. And you can plan 
ahead for next year. 

If we all do a little at the 
right time using the right 
control methods, we can 
make a big difference.  

Now is the time to spray 
those perennial weeds we 
battle every year. Fall is a 
great time to treat Dalma-
tion toadflax, rush skele-
tonweed, knotweed, diffuse 
knapweeds and hound-
stongue. 

If we have the ideal combi-
nation of weather and tim-
ing the control results can 
be very good. It doesn't 
happen every time but here 
are some things to consid-
er when you go after those 
weed patches. 

For the best results, you 
should apply herbicides to 
rosettes that appear in the 

fall. Spray when the growth 
is 6-8 inches. More green 
growth present at the time 
of treatment improves the 
chances for good results.
                         

Weeds such as Russian 
knapweed and Canada 

Weed seeds can ride the 
waves, sail the slightest 
breeze and cling to just 
about anything. 

As if natural modes of trav-
el weren’t enough, outdoor 
enthusiasts can unknow-

ingly transport tiny seeds, 
prickly plant parts, root 
fragments, leaves and 
stems. 

Given this ability to travel 
great distances and the 
knack for quickly establish-

ing infestations, it’s no sur-
prise managing noxious 

weeds is difficult.  

it’s impossible to complete-
ly control natural vectors 
but there are many other 
routes of weed dispersal. 
that are controllable. 

Puncturevine is just one tar-
get in the War on Weeds. 

Target Noxious Weeds This Fall 
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Weeds on the Move: 
Stop the Spread, Check Your Tread 

C h e l a n  C o u n t y  
N o x i o u s  W e e d   

Spread the Word 
Not the Weed 

F a l l  |   2 0 1 4  O c t o b e r  3 0 ,  2 0 1 4  C o m i n g  E v e n t s  

 Oct. 25 8-3pm 
Chelan County 
Household Waste 
Collection 

 Nov. 7-9        
Washington State 
Weed Conference, 
Wenatchee, WA 

 Dec. 9th 1:30pm 
Chelan Co. Noxious 
Weed Board 

 Feb. 17 8am-4pm  
Weed Management 
Workshop, Wenatchee 
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“When you take 

your four-wheel 

drive out for a spin 

this fall, you might 

be bringing home 

more than 

memories.”  

Puncturvine  
 

More Weeds on the Move 

What’s on your tires? 

War on Weeds Targets Puncturevine 
In the war on weeds, 
Puncturevine is a survi-
vor. It grows and produc-
es seed until it is 
stopped.  
 
The seed is an amazing 
product of natural selec-
tion-hard and extremely 
durable. In the right con-
ditions it lasts upwards of 
20 years, but 3-7 years is 
more common. Each fruit 
or burr separates into five 
separate segments con-
taining two to four seeds.  

Individual seeds have a 
varying degree of dor-
mancy. One portion of 
the seed may be past its 
prime, but there's a cou-
ple more still to come into 
theirs.  
 
Spraying is the most effi-
cient way of controlling 
this plant. Spray early 
and spray often.  
 
Puncturevine does not 
compete well with other 
vegetation. Encourage 

natural vegetation to cov-
er open areas and re-
duce the potential for 
growth.  
 
Diligence and determina-
tion are needed to battle 
this foe. It is a real fight 
and it can't be won in a 
season. It takes many 
years to deplete the seed 
bank in the soil. If you 
take a season off, you'll 
be back where you start-
ed before you know it.  
 

Here’s what they found: 

 

Seed volume is season-
al. Thousands more seeds 
per mile are transported in 
the fall than in the spring. 

Moisture matters. Wet 
conditions make it easier 
for seeds to be picked up 
by a vehicle-and easier for 

More than you might 
imagine. 

Researchers at Mon-
tana State University  
measured the number 
of seeds picked up by 
a variety of vehicles 
and the distance trav-
eled before the seeds 
fell off. 

them to drop off miles down 
the road. 

Distance is no barrier. 
Even at the 160 mile mark 
many seeds stay attached. 

Off-road travel increases 
the risk. Outdoor sports en-
thusiasts trucking to remote 
trailheads or riding ATVs off 
the beaten path are at special 
risk for spreading weeds. 

Avoid riding through weed 
infestations. If that is impos-
sible, thoroughly power-
wash the vehicle at a com-
mercial car wash being 
careful to remove all traces 
of mud (which can conceal 
seeds or other plant parts).  

All plant materials must be 
removed. 

Power-wash stations often have 
drains that collect debris, which is 
then disposed of in a manner that 
prevents the spread of weeds.  

Washing vehicles at home will 
spread any plant parts or seeds 
to your property. 

  

Routes of Spread and 
What Can Be Done  

S p r e a d  t h e  W o r d  

“Even at the 
160 mile mark 

many seeds 
stay attached.” 
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er letters to the citizens of the 
County; it is making a differ-
ence. 

This year we are getting 
more phone calls asking 
‘how can I control my weeds’ 
or ’can you visit my property 
and help to identify our 
weeds’. This is a very posi-

“This has been a 
very busy summer 
and very produc-
tive.  We  attended 
every community 
gathering we could 
work into the 
schedule and sent 

hundreds of [weed control] remind-

tive effect to a much needed 
awareness problem we have 
had in the past. 

We are planning to stay in the 
public eye carrying our mes-
sage.” 

The Noxious Weed Board was cre-
ated April 22, 1986 It consists of  
five citizen volunteers who repre-
sent five geographic districts that 
cover the entire county. The Board 
meets throughout the year and 
provides vision and direction for 
the weed control program.  

“It is the mission of Chelan County Noxious Weed Control 
Board to protect and preserve the agricultural lands and natural 
resources of the county from the degrading effects of invasive 
noxious weeds and to promote the control of invading noxious 
weeds through best management practices with a focus on ed-
ucation, prevention, technical assistance and control of noxious 
weeds through voluntary compliance with RCW 17.10 and 
WAC 16-750.” 

Our Mission 

  From the Coordinator’s Desk 

“Our primary 

goal is to focus 

on education, 

prevention, 

and technical 

assistance.”  



tilling depth are also important . 

Cultural control alters the site 
conditions to discourage unwant-
ed noxious weeds and encourage 
desired plants by over-seeding 
desirable vegetation, augmenting 
the soil and managing water and 
light availability. 

There is more to weed control 
than just controlling weeds. 

 With good planning, you can grow 
native vegetation and other desir-
able plants that will help keep out 
noxious weeds and promote a 
healthy and well balanced plant 
community. 

Developing an integrated weed 
management plan involves choos-
ing the best control method or 
combination of methods and the 
best time of year for the weed or 
weeds you want to control. These 
are the most common control 
methods: 

Mechanical control is more than 
just tools. Techniques such as 
hand-pulling or scraping, dead-
heading, mower blade height or 

Biological control commonly 
relies on insects that target specif-
ic weeds. Grazing animals such 
as goats, sheep or other livestock 
may also control some noxious 
weeds. 

Chemical control using herbi-
cides opens up sites for other 
plants to take root, including unde-
sirable plants such as noxious 
weeds.  It is critical to revege-
tate bare ground with desired 
plant species before weeds get 
a chance to establish.  

An integrated weed management 
plan helps to prevent invasive 
plants from becoming established 
so you can achieve the land use 
goals you set for your property.   

 

412 Washington Street 
Wenatchee, WA 98801 

Phone: 509-667-6576 
Fax: 509-667-6561 
E-mail: noxious.weeds@co.chelan.wa.us 

Chelan County  
Noxious Weed Control 

Full Circle 
Control noxious weeds and grow healthy plant communities 

      Spread the word, not the weeds. 

In full sun areas it can take 4-6 
inches of mulch to discourage 
new weeds from establishing. 

Visit us on the web! Click on 
the logo below. Don’t find 
what you’re looking for? Call 
and let us know. 
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