Chelan County Sheriff’s Office
Brian Burnett, Sheriff

Law and Justice Bldg * 401 Washington Street #1 * Wenatchee, WA 98801
Phone: (509) 667-6851 » Fax: (509) 667-6860

For Immediate Release Contacts: Robin DeMario, USFS (509) 664-9292
Incident #:16C02933 EM Deputy Rich Magnussen (509) 667-6863

Date: April 4, 2016

Arrests Made for Tires Dumped on Forest Service Land

On March 31, 2016 the Chelan County Sheriff’s Office and the United States Forest Service (USFS) arrested
Roger E. Grissom, a 56 year old male from Wenatchee for illegally dumping tires on USFS land. A second
suspect has been identified and a warrant for his arrest has been requested through the Chelan County
Prosecutors Office.

The incident occurred on Sunday, March 13, 2016, when 98 tires were discovered dumped along Potato Creek
on the Entiat District of the Okanogan-Wenatchee National Forest. Earlier that day a red Jeep Cherokee was
observed driving up the Entiat River Rd. pulling a trailer loaded with tires.

The investigation relied heavily on help from the public after it was reported by local media and posted on
social media. USFS Law Enforcement and Chelan County Deputies worked together to identify the suspects.
The total dollar amount for the cleanup was $534 which included man hours and disposal.

USFS Officer Mike Kujala said, “It’s rare that we are able to identify suspects when garbage is dumped on
public land. We would not have been able to make arrests in this case if it wasn’t for the public’s help.” Kujala
reminds citizens that dumping trash is illegal on public lands and to call 9-1-1 if they see any suspicious
activity.
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