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Re: Establishing the office of Chelan County Hearing Examiner; setting forth 
qualifications, duties and powers; the effect of decisions; and other administrative 
and operational particulars and repealing Resolution No. 75-29. 

WHEREAS, quasi-judicial land use decisions have become increasingly complex and technical 
in nature to the extent that lay appointees find it difficult to reach legally sustainable decisions, 
and 

WHEREAS, increasingly, proper land use decisions are based on complex legal interpretations 
of local, state and federal laws, and 

WHEREAS, the Board of Chelan County Commissioners desires to shorten the time for 
processing quasi-judicial land use applications and to reduce the effects of political influence on 
land use decisions, and 

WHEREAS, the board has detcnnined that a professional hearing examiner skilled in properly 
weighing evidence, interpreting complex regulations and crafting findings of fact and 
conclusions of law would benefit the applicants, public and county, and 

WHEREAS, a professional hearing examiner would render decisions that are more legally sound 
leaving the county less vulnerable to successful challenges and the many liabilities that result 
from less well founded decisions, and 

WHEREAS, the limitations on public hearing processes imposed by RCW 36.70B, Local 
Project Review, renders the hearing examiner system a more efficient method to consider land 
use applications. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF CHELAN COUNTY 
COMMISSIONERS, as follows:

Chapter 1.61 HEARING EXAMINER 
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t.61.010 Purpose
The purpose of this chapter is to separate the land use regulatory function from the land use
planning process; ensure procedural due process and appearance of fairness in regulatory land
use hearings; and provide an efficient and effective land use regulatory system that integrates the
public hearing and decision-making processes for land use matters.

1.61.020 Office Established 

Pursuant to Chapter 36.70 RCW and Chapter 58.17 RCW, the office of Chelan County Hearing 
Examiner, hereinafter referred to as "examiner", is hereby created by the Board of Chelan County 
Commissioners. The examiner shall interpret, apply and implement land use regulations and 
policies as provided in this chapter or other resolutions. Unless the context requires otherwise, 
the term "examiner" as used herein shall include deputy examiners and examiners pro tempore. 

Section 1.61.030 Appointment and Term 
The examiner shall be appointed by the board of commissioners and shall serve at the pleasure of 
the board. The examiner will be a contracted position on the terms and conditions deemed 
appropriate by the parties. Said contract may provide for examiner(s) pro tempore to serve in the 
absence or disqualification of the examiner under such tem1s and conditions deemed appropriate 
by the commission. 

J .6 l .040 Qunlificntions 
The examiner shall be appointed solely with regard to qualifications for the duties of such office 
and shall have training and experience as will qualify the examiner to conduct administrative and 
quasi-judicial hearings utilizing land use regulatory codes. The examiner must have expertise and 
experience in law, architecture, land use planning, environmental sciences or some combination 
of education and experience in these disciplines that demonstrates the ability to carry out the 
duties of the office. The person appointed to this position shall demonstrate experience in 
drafting decisions which incorporate findings of fact and conclusions of law. The examiner shall 
hold no other elective or appointive office or position with the county. 

1.61.050 Standards of Conduct 
The examiner shall avoid all appearances of impropriety in official conduct and shall ensure the 
appearance of fairness and actual fairness in official matters through adherence to the following 
provisions: 
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